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Response to Comment Letter I19 

Andy and Teresa DeGroot 

February 5, 2014 

I19-1 The County of San Diego (County) acknowledges the 

commenters’ concern with fire risk in the Boulevard 

area and fire hazards associated with the Proposed 

Project. To reduce the risk of fire on the site and 

improve the effectiveness of an emergency response 

should a fire occur on site, site-specific Fire 

Protection Plans (FPPs) for the Tierra del Sol solar 

farm (Appendix 3.1.4-5 of the DPEIR) and the Rugged 

solar farm (Appendix 3.1.4-6 of the DPEIR) have been 

prepared, will be approved, and will be implemented. 

As indicated in the FPPs, adequate access to the project 

sites will be provided and emergency personnel will 

receive training. The FPPs were prepared by a County-

approved California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) consultant and in accordance with the 

County’s Guidelines for Determining Significance and 

Report Format and Content Requirements for 

Wildland Fire and Fire Protection, dated August 31, 

2010. As per PDF-HZ-3, similar site-specific fire 

protection plans will be prepared and approved by the 

San Diego County Fire Authority for the LanEast and 

LanWest solar farms prior to approval of a Major Use 

Permit. See also the response to comment O10-80.   
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With regard to the commenter’s assertion that the 

panels will increase the ambient temperature in the 

surrounding area, see the response to comment I1-1.  

I19-2 All disturbed areas on the project site will either be 

reseeded with a native plant hydroseed mix or 

covered with a nontoxic soil binding agent, which 

will prevent soil erosion; see Chapter 1.0, Project 

Description, of the DPEIR for more detail. All 

ground cover would be maintained at roughly 6 

inches, which would provide minimal cover for 

wildlife, but is required for fuel modification 

purposes. The potential adverse effects of vegetation 

removal on wildlife was considered and analyzed in 

Chapter 2.3, Biological Resources, of the DPEIR.  

I19-3 This comment raises concerns regarding property 

values. This topic was not evaluated in the DPEIR 

since it is not related to environmental impacts (see 14 

CCR 15131). However, this information will be 

provided to the decision makers for their consideration 

prior to making a decision on the Proposed Project. 

I19-4 Potential adverse impacts related to hydrology and 

groundwater have been considered and addressed in 

the DPEIR; see Chapter 3.1.5, Hydrology and Water 

Quality. Also, refer to FPEIR, Section 2.3.6.2, 

Riparian Habitat or Sensitive Natural Community and 

Mitigation Measure M-BI-PP-15 for a description of 

the groundwater mitigation and monitoring program to 
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be implemented to avoid significant effects on 

groundwater levels for local well users and 

groundwater-dependent habitat.  CPV trackers are a 

closed system and runoff from the surface of modules 

is not anticipated to pose potential health or water 

quality risks. As part of the Proposed Project, the 

applicant would implement water quality BMPs 

during construction and prepare and implement 

operational stormwater pollution prevention plans 

(operational SWPPPs) that would post-construction 

standards required under the statewide general 

construction permit; site design, source control, and, in 

some cases, treatment control BMPs necessary under 

the County’s MS4 permit; and other applicable water 

quality provisions. Refer to Chapter 3.1.5, Section 

3.1.5.3.1 and 3.1.5.3.3 for additional detail.  

Related to the risk of fire and water supply for 

firefighting, please refer to the response to comment 

I19-1 above.  In addition, the FPPs address adequate 

fire water supply for the O&M building (see DPEIR 

Section 3.1.4.3.3). 

I19-5 Potential adverse impacts related to glare have been 

considered and addressed in the DPEIR; see Chapter 

2.1, Aesthetics. Furthermore, as discussed in Section 

2.1.3.3, Light and Glare, nighttime lighting impacts 

would be less than significant and as such, the dark 

sky would not be affected. In addition, it has been 
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determined that the Proposed Project would have a 

less than significant impact on wildlife (see Chapter 

2.3, Biological Resources). 

I19-6 The County of San Diego acknowledges the 

commenter’s opposition to the Proposed Project. The 

information in this comment will be in the Final 

Program Environmental Impact Report for review and 

consideration by the decision makers. 
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